
December 13, 2023

The Honorable Marcia L. Fudge
Secretary
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development
451 7th Street S.W.,
Washington, DC 20410

The Honorable Daniel I. Werfel
Commissioner
United States Internal Revenue Service
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20224

Dear Secretary Fudge and Commissioner Werfel,

We write today to inquire about efforts to safeguard affordable housing for families in the United
States. The Biden Administration has shown historic dedication to improving opportunities for 
homeownership and increasing protections for families who rent. Unfortunately, the number of 
families experiencing homelessness is on the rise nationally.1 We write to request information 
from your agencies so we can work together to improve federal programs to better serve 
vulnerable families.

The Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) and Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers are our 
largest programs to secure housing stability for vulnerable Americans. It is essential that all our 
federal housing programs, but especially LIHTC and Section 8, directly serve the needs of low-
income families. There is a potentially concerning trend of fewer families with children 
accessing stable housing through federal assistance, especially LIHTC2 and Section 8 vouchers3. 
The database on the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s website shows that the 
percent of people with children in subsidized housing nationally has fallen to 33 percent,4 which 
is the lowest percentage in a decade and an overall decline of eight percent from 2010. 
According to research from the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, the number of families 
receiving rent assistance fell by 250,000 or 13 percent from 2004 to 2016.  

Although Congress has not provided needed investments to expand federal housing programs to 
fully meet the demands of our housing crisis, we remain concerned about fewer and fewer 
families with children being served by these programs. We ask that you provide responses to the 
following questions:

1. Do your agencies have data showing how many new families are being accepted in 
federal housing programs? 

a. Please provide a breakdown of information about families’ access to 
developments subsidized by the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and Section 8 
Housing Choice Vouchers.

1 The Spike in Homelessness in US Cities Isn’t Slowing Down
2 Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Could Do More to Expand Opportunity for Poor Families
3 Families Wait Years for Housing Vouchers Due to Inadequate Funding
4 Picture of Subsidized Households
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https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/assthsg.html
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/families-wait-years-for-housing-vouchers-due-to-inadequate-funding
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/low-income-housing-tax-credit-could-do-more-to-expand-opportunity-for-poor
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-07-13/us-homelessness-rises-by-40-in-cities-like-new-york-chicago-post-pandemic#xj4y7vzkg


2. Does data available to your agencies reflect a downward trend of families with children 
accessing federally subsidized housing? If so, please detail the cause of this trend, 
including whether it is related to any or a combination of the following:

a. Prioritization of people other than families with children by housing developers or
local and state housing agencies;

b. Rehabilitation and construction of units that are not accessible to families with 
children;

c. Children in families who entered housing developments moving out and the rest 
of their family staying, which in turn keeps these units off the market;

d. Discrimination based on source of income or familial status by landlords against 
vouchers or other screening practices that disproportionately harm low-income 
families with children; and, 

e. Lack of accessible units for families with children because of limited 
appropriations for housing programs.

3.  What initiatives is HUD taking to promote housing stability for families?
a. What resources are needed to fully meet the mission of the Family Unification 

Program?
b. When does HUD anticipate publishing guidance to better integrate services with 

the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in response to the 2021 
report, GAO-21-540?5

c. How will family housing stability be integrated into the LGBTQI+ Youth 
Homelessness Initiative?6

The need for expanded resources to address housing and houselessness is clear. As demonstrated 
by the Emergency Rental Assistance Program created during the COVID-19 pandemic, dedicated
federal resources prevent evictions, improve wellbeing and financial security, and fill gaps to 
mitigate housing cost increases. We remain committed to addressing underinvestment in housing 
and making housing and homeownership affordable and achievable for all Americans. It is 
essential that Congress addresses this important issue, and our effort must be coupled with 
policies that remove barriers to family access and enhance coordination of the full spectrum of 
services for people at risk of or experiencing homelessness.

Thank you again for your dedication to making affordable housing attainable for all Americans. 
We look forward to your answers and opportunities to partner with you to deliver the resources 
needed so everyone has a safe and affordable place to call home. 

Sincerely,

5 Youth Homelessness: HUD and HHS Could Enhance Coordination to Better Support Communities
6 During Pride Month, HUD Launches Initiative to Address LGBTQI+ Youth Homelessness
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https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/hud_no_23_112
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-21-540


Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress
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